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Duck/McMahan


Chapter 11: Preparing for a Public Presentation
Internet Activities
1. Blogging is an increasingly popular channel for “public speaking.”  Check out blog sites that focus on news and contemporary issues.  Read through several posts, recognizing the ways in which bloggers relate with and respond to one another and how they select and use evidence to support their posts.  What does the overall message of the website tell you about what assumptions bloggers make about their audience?

www.topix.com/news/blogs
http://blogs.reuters.com
www.npr.org/blogs/news
www.drudgereport.com
www.boingboing.net
2. Many websites have a specific persuasive purpose, even though they may seem rather benign. Check out a couple of the websites listed below and try to determine what specific purpose the creators had in designing the website.  What assumptions do they make about their audiences?  What evidence and support material is used?  How credible are the sources?

www.wecansolveit.org
www.ama-assn.org/
www.natcom.org
www.salon.com
3. Check out this video of a speech on Cryogenics. Make a list of the problems you notice. What suggestions would you make to improve this Speech? http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QAhhRlALSD4
4. The following site features sample speech outlines. The first outline is for an informative speech about healthy eating on the run. The second outline is for a persuasive speech encouraging audiences to watch PBS. Compare and contrast the outlines. Use the textbook as a guide. http://www.highlands.edu/academics/divisions/humanities/communications/dpergrem/outlineexample.htm
5. This site can be used as a guide for choosing an appropriate speech topic. The passage encourages speakers to look for the what is interesting yet common and choose a topic based on their experiences. Tips include eavesdropping for ideas, teaching, and speaking from the heart. http://eontariotm.org/library/speechtopic.html
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