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Chapter 11: Preparing for a Public Presentation 
SAGE Journal Article and Discussion Questions
The Affordances of Blogging: A Case Study in Culture and Technological Effects. 
Graves, L. (2007). 
Journal of Communication Inquiry, 31, 331.
Discussion Questions 
This chapter explores the ways people use evidence to support their claims in public arguments. One of the richest sources of public arguments in contemporary society is blogs – websites where entries are "made in journal style and displayed in reverse chronological order" (Wikipedia). Graves offers an historical context for the cultural practice of blogging and argues that news-related blogs offer not only a forum for opinion but also a forum for open, collaborative analysis. In other words, bloggers use their sites to argue what is and is not real, true and known. This makes them a rich site for analyzing how evidence is used to support public arguments.
1. Compare and contrast: How are bloggers the same as public speakers? How are bloggers and public speakers different? 
2. What are the affordances of blogging? How do they differ from the affordances of public speaking? Consider the differences between audience members’ ability to respond to a speaker and blog readers’ ability to post a response to a blogger. 
3. The author quotes an analogy – a comparison that connects an unfamiliar idea with a familiar idea: "Asking if blogs will replace news outlets is like asking if farmer’s markets will replace restaurants." How does this quotation reflect the author’s argument? Does he agree or disagree? 
4. Find one of the blogs described in the article (e.g., Daily Kos, Next Hurrah, Talking Points Memo). Read one of the postings and determine the general and specific purposes and the thesis statements. What does the blogger assume about his or her audience’s attitudes, beliefs and values? 
5. As described in the literature review, some communication scholars maintain that new communication technologies have always been suspect and that contemporary society’s fascination with news-related blogging is just another way that people communicate – printed books, telephones, Internet. Are these just different ways of doing the same thing we always have done? Graves argues that blogs exist as the "intersection of technology and sociocultural practice." How is this characterization similar to or different from other communication technologies? 
6. Consider the ethics of blogging to an anonymous "audience." Should there be limits on what bloggers can say or write? Should there be limits on what governmental sources can "mine" in Internet postings? Consider this author’s findings in terms of free speech protections. 

1

