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Chapter 5: Identities and Perceptions 
SAGE Journal Article and Discussion Questions
The Role of Identity in the Link between Relationship Thinking and Relationship Satisfaction
Acitelli, L. K., Rogers, S., & Knee, C. R. (1999). Journal of Social and Personal Relationships, Vol. 16, No. 5, 591-618.
Discussion Questions: 
1. The authors introduce the idea of relational self, that is to say the tendency to see oneself in relation to others in general, and indicated that the strength of one’s relational self is more important than biological sex differences in determining satisfaction with relationships. How likely do you think it is that men on the one hand and women on the other hand see themselves in terms of relational self instead of a gendered identity? 
2. The authors discovered that in the long term, the outcomes of positive thinking about relationships lead to greater satisfaction for women than for men. Do you think that this may be because women associate themselves with their relationships more closely than men do and give the relationships more thought? 
3. Do you think that it helps a couple to develop a close relationship, if they see themselves not just as individuals but as partners, and so adjust their thinking about the relationship so that their satisfaction is interdependent? Would this mean that the partners would suffer from the dialectical tension of autonomy and connectedness? 
4. In what ways do the findings of this study contradict or support the arguments in this chapter about the complex levels of self in performance during communication? 
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