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Chapter 1: An Overview of Communication: 
SAGE Journal Article and Discussion Questions
Sweet pea' and 'pussy cat': An examination of idiom use and marital satisfaction over the life cycle
Bruess, C. J. S., & Pearson, J. C. (1993). 
Journal of Social and Personal Relationships, 10, 609-615.
Discussion Questions:
1. This article discusses the relationship between 154 couples’ use of idiosyncratic communication and marital satisfaction over the life cycle and found that happier couples tended to use more idiosyncratic communication. Would you expect the same sorts of results to be found in friendship? 
2. The researchers found that in general there was a decline in the use of personal idioms over the course of the length of the marriage, but that couples early in the stages of their marriage tended to use more personal idioms and nicknames for one another. Why do you suppose this might be true? What hypotheses can you come up with to suggest that the use of personal nicknames is not indicative of romantic feelings as a relationship lengthens? 
3. Couples with no children reported using the most idioms. Why would you expect there to be a decline in personal idioms as couples have children and the children grow older? 
4. Would you expect that in general couples would become less demonstrative about their own relationship in front of children? If so why, and if not why not? Or do you suppose that there would be no change at all? 
5. What do you think is the connection between the use of personal nicknames and the intimacy of a relationship? 
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