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Chapter 2: Verbal Communication
SAGE Journal Article and Discussion Questions
The Dynamic Nature of Deceptive Verbal Communication 
Burgoon, J. K. & Qin, T. (2006). 
Journal of Language and Social Psychology, Vol. 25, No. 1, 76-96.
Discussion Questions: 
1. The authors suggest that the verbal deception occurs in the context of ongoing relationships and that one of the reasons why past research on deception has been inconsistent may be due to the fact that it overlooks the dynamic nature of such deception. In long-term relationships people obviously carry out deception over a longer period of time than if they are just speaking for a moment to a customs official. In what ways might relational partners be harder to deceive than other people? 
2. …and now the other side… in what ways might relational partners be easier to deceive than other people and why? 
3. Do you think there is a difference between telling something that is false and withholding something that is true? Is it easier or harder in a long-term relationship to do one thing than the other? 
4. Not all deception is evil or bad for a relationship: consider birthday surprises, unexpected gifts, or other forms of relationship celebration which are kept quiet. How do you think the communication scholar would explain the difference between the "white lie" and other kinds of deception using the terms in this chapter? 
5. What would you expect to be the relationship between verbal behavior that is intended to deceive and nonverbal behaviors that may be involved in deception? Would you expect that people find it easier or harder to control their verbal behavior or their nonverbal behavior? 
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